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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

- Recitation of "and may be.. .cheapest ones" on page 5, lines 24-25 would be 
clearer rewritten as -using the most efficient and cheapest methods--, 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-2 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

- Recitation of "said cam member, to alternatively actuate said shaft to move 

« 

axially relative to said cylinder" in Claim 1 , lines 7-8, is not clear in context. The 
shaft is not moving axially. Applicants may wish to consider using terminology 
such as -said cam member and alternatively moveable axially relative to said 
cylinder when actuated by said shaft-. 

- Recitation of the "the other vehicles" in Claim 1, line 18, lacks antecedent 
basis. This limitation would be clearer if rewritten as -another vehicle--. 
Applicants may wish to consider amending Claim 1 , line 14, such that "one 
vehicle" is written as -one type of vehicle- and following up in line 18 as 
-another type of vehicle-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Where applicant acts as his or her own lexicographer to specifically define a term 
of a claim contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written description must clearly redefine 
the claim term and set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one reasonably skilled 
in the art on notice that the applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. Process 
Control Corp. v. HydReclaim Corp., 190 F.3d 1350, 1357, 52 USPQ2d 1029, 1033 (Fed. 
Cir. 1999). The term "cylinder" in Claim 1, line 3 is used by the claim to mean "cylinder 
block", while the accepted meaning is "hollow circular shaped body." The term is 
indefinite because the specification does not clearly redefine the term. 

In this instance, "a shaft rotatably and slidably received in said cylinder" is not 
clear in context because the shaft would be located in the hollow area of an ordinary 
cylinder. The shell and the cylinder are related through their integralness or lack 
thereof, which does not patentably distinguish a structure over the prior art. Referring to 
the cylinder block as a "cylinder" renders the claims indefinite because the relationship 
between the shell and cylinder is not clearly set forth. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ikeda et al. (5,733,107), in view of Shockey et al. (5,470,207). 

Ikeda et al. teach a shell 1 1 , a cylinder 20 disposed in the shell, a shaft 17 
received in the cylinder and a cam member 24 disposed on said shaft. Ikeda et al. 
further teach at least three (see Figure 2) pistons 21 slidably received in said cylinder 
and engageable with said cam member and two valve plates 13 disposed on ends of 
said cylinder. Ikeda et al. further teach a first cover 14 and a first cap 12 secured 15 to 
said ends of the shell to enclose and retain the cylinder, shaft, pistons and valve plates 
within the shell and for attaching to one vehicle (not labeled but clearly seen in Figure 1 
as bolt holes in cover and cap; further see column 4, lines 15-16). 

Although Ikeda et al. teach most of the limitations of the claims, including a first 
cover and cap, they do not disclose a second or third cover and cap attachable to other 
types of vehicles. Shockey et al., disclosing a vehicle's compressor 12, teach simply 
changing brackets 16/18 enabled attaching the compressor to at least three types of 
vehicles (column 2, lines 3-12 and column 3, line 60 to column 4, line 10). Shockey et 
al. teach the universal (see title) mounting bracket advantageously reduced costs 
(column 2, lines 12-17). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have used the universal design taught 
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by Shockey et al., with the cap and cover disclosed by Ikeda et al., to have 
advantageously reduced costs. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

> Kamiya et al. (6,957,950) teach a compressor having an adjustable 
mounting end cap and cover. 

> Herder et al. (6,460,823) teach a mounting lug for a compressor that 
facilitates mounting a single compressor on a variety of vehicles (see 
Abstract). 

> Kato (5,941 ,693) teaches a cylinder block inside a shell. 

> Terauchi et al. (4,600,367) teach a universal mounting bracket for different 
engines (column 1 , lines 30-40). 

> Gunnaway (3,587,406) teaches a compressor adaptable to different 
vehicles (column 1, lines 5-15). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel E. Belt whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7820. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8 - 4:30EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Thorpe can be reached on (571 ) 272-4444. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




SEB Samuel E. Belt 

03/31/2006 



PRIMARY EXAMINE* 



